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Adolescents are the defining users of the internet. They not only spend more time online than adults, but they also integrate internet-based communication technologies more strongly into their social lives 1, 2 . The specific features of the internet -i.e., its anonymity, reduced visual and auditory cues, the insignificance of physical distance and time, and the greater control over one's self-presentation 3, 4 -facilitate online contact with strangers. As a result, the predominance of the internet as a social medium among adolescents has raised fears that they may be trapped into exploitative relationships with strangers 5, 6 . This fear may be justified: A recent US survey has found that 39% of the adolescents interviewed communicated online with strangers 7 .
Because adolescents' online contact with strangers seems to be an all but marginal phenomenon, two questions arise. First, what characterizes adolescents who look for strangers on the internet? Wolak, Mitchell, and Finkelhor 8 have dealt with the characteristics of youth who formed romantic relationships with people initially met on the internet. Little, however, is known about the characteristics of youth who get in touch with strangers on the internet without necessarily forming romantic relationships. A second question that arises is why adolescents seek the contact of strangers on the internet. Various researchers have suggested that investigating people's motives for using the internet may offer innovative and theoretically challenging , make that period a critical time for experimenting with oneself, for example by talking with strangers on the internet.
As far as introversion is concerned, related research on social anxiety has shown that socially anxious adolescents communicate online more often with strangers 13 . Because the internet's anonymity and reduced auditory and visual cues may enable introverted people to overcome social inhibitions more easily than in face-to-face communication 3 , introverted adolescents may more often than extraverted adolescents talk with strangers on the internet.
Regarding adolescents' frequency of internet communication, previous research has shown that adolescents who use the internet more frequently are more likely to form close online relationships 8 . Furthermore, research on computer-mediated communication has emphasized the importance of the intensity of communication sessions for relationship formation 4 . As a result, we expect that the more frequently and the more intensively adolescents communicate online, the more likely they may be to talk with strangers online.
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Motives of Adolescents Talking with Strangers on the Internet
Based on previous interpersonal and media research 14, 15 and on recent internet research [16] [17] [18] 10 , we identified five motives for online communication that may influence adolescents' online talk with strangers: entertainment, social inclusion, maintaining relationships, meeting new people, and social compensation.
The entertainment motive refers to adolescents' tendency to have fun, to enjoy themselves, and to relax and is related to more playful web activities 16 . As a result, adolescents who communicate online to be entertained may be less selective in their choice of communication partners and may talk more frequently online with strangers. Social inclusion motives reflect adolescents' need to belong to a group 19 and are linked with people's search for social networks 10, 17, 20 . Because the anonymity and reduced visual and auditory cues of online communication may facilitate talking with strangers, we expect that adolescents will more frequently talk with strangers online if they look for social inclusion on the internet. The motive to maintain relationships describes adolescents' need to interact, through online communication, with people they already know. We hence expect that adolescents will less frequently talk with strangers online if they communicate online to maintain existing relationships.
In contrast to the motivation to maintain relationships, the motivation to meet new people on the internet refers to the development of new relationships 10, 17 . This conceptual difference from the maintaining relationship motive also implies that a weak or non-existing motivation to maintain relationships cannot be equated with a strong motivation to meet new people. An individual may not be interested in maintaining existing relationships, but may also not be motivated to develop new relationships. Conversely, an individual may want to maintain his/her relationships and may, at the same time, be motivated to meet new people.
Because the formation of new relationships is a critical developmental task in adolescence 21 , Talking with Strangers on the Internet 5 adolescents who are motivated to use the internet to meet new people may talk more frequently to strangers than will adolescents who are not motivated to use the internet to meet new people.
The social compensation motive, finally, describes adolescents' tendency to compensate, in online communication, for inhibitions encountered in face-to-face communication. People are more likely to form online relationships if they consider online communication more suitable than face-to-face communication to compensate for problems they encounter in offline social situations 22 . As a result, we expect that adolescents will talk online more frequently with strangers if they are motivated to compensate, in online communication, for lacking social skills.
Method

Sample and Procedure
We conducted a survey among 412 adolescents between 12 and 18 years of age who had ever communicated with someone online (M = 14.1, SD = 1.45). The adolescents were recruited from six elementary, middle, and high schools in the Netherlands. The schools were chosen in such a way that they represented adolescents in all levels of socioeconomic status.
Measures
Online talk with strangers was operationalized as the difference between the frequency with which adolescents talk with "people they know in person" and the frequency with which adolescents talk with "people they do not know". The response categories for the two items 
Results and Discussion
Five percent of our 412 respondents talked exclusively with strangers. An additional six percent of the adolescents talked more often with strangers than with people they knew in person.
By contrast, 43% of the adolescents talked exclusively to people they knew in person and an additional 36% of the adolescents communicated predominantly with people they already knew from face-to-face conversations. The remaining 10% of the adolescents talked as often to strangers as to people they already knew.
Characteristics of Adolescents Talking with Strangers on the Internet
In contrast to our expectations, girls did not talk significantly more often with strangers than boys did (b = .16, n.s., see Table 1 ). However, age had the expected influence. Younger adolescents talked more frequently than older adolescents with strangers online (b = -.11, p < .01). This finding may reflect the developmental changes in early adolescence, particularly the identity crises typical of early adolescence that make adolescents experiment with various identities. Anonymous, cue-reduced online communication with strangers seems to be one possible venue for adolescents to try out these new identities.
In contrast to our expectations, adolescents talked less often with strangers as the frequency of their online communication increased (b = -.17, p < .01). However, adolescents whose chat sessions were more intensive talked more frequently with strangers on the internet than adolescents whose chat sessions were less intensive (b = .12, p < .05). The latter finding may Talking with Strangers on the Internet 8 reflect the fact that conversations with strangers require time and elaboration to reduce the uncertainties accompanying a meeting with an unknown person 24 .
Introversion had no influence on whether adolescents talked with strangers when communicating online (b = -.06, n. s.). One explanation of the lacking relationship may be that introversion is not appropriate as a predictor of risky internet behavior, such as talking with strangers. Future research may therefore want to focus more strongly on sensation seeking as a potential influence on whether adolescents talk with strangers on the internet. Table 1 shows that the social inclusion motive had no impact on whether adolescents . As a result, the social compensation motive may lend itself to more insightful explanations of sensitive internet behavior. The motive may also help us to understand better why the internet is popular among minorities or stigmatized adolescents.
Motives of Adolescents Talking to Strangers on the Internet
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Adolescents who want to meet new people on the internet are most likely to encounter strangers online. Though at first glance commonsensical, the influence of the motive to meet new people is important for two reasons. First, the motive to meet new people is related to two crucial developmental tasks in adolescence, the task to try out new things and the task to develop new relationships 12, 21 . Second, for adolescents the internet is primarily a social medium 1, 7, 8, 10, 13 and it has never been so easy to fulfill the need to meet new people with so little effort. We are currently witnessing an unprecedented extension of adolescents' social worlds, which interacts with adolescents' motives to expand their social network.
Conclusion
The typical adolescent who talks with strangers on the internet is between 12 and 14 years old and has less frequent, but intensive chat sessions. It is a mixture of being bored (entertainment motive), curious (meet people motive), and inhibited in face-to-face conversation (social compensation motive) that motivates this adolescent to seek the contact of strangers on the internet. Parents should monitor these types of adolescent most carefully. If online communication may have negative consequences, then they will be found among the types of adolescents we just described.
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Note. * p < .05, ** p < .01, *** p < .001 (two-tailed). Cell entries are unstandardized multiple regression coefficients (B) and their standard errors (SE).
